Matisse Cut Paper Collages
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Vocabulary
Collage: a piece of art made by sticking various different materials such as photographs and pieces of paper or fabric on to a backing.

Geometric Shapes: Geometric shapes are precise edged and mathematically consistent curves,[citation needed] they are pure forms and so consist of circles, squares, spirals, triangles, while geometric forms are simple volumes, such as cubes, cylinders and pyramids.[3] They generally dominate architecture, technology, industry and crystalline structures.
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Organic Shapes: Organic shapes are free-form, unpredictable and flowing in appearance. These shapes, as well as organic forms, visually suggest the natural world of animals, plants, sky, sea, etc... The addition of organic shapes to a composition dominated by geometric structures can add unpredictable energy.[4]
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Materials
· One piece of white paper

· Colored construction paper.  If you just have white paper you could quickly shade a few pieces in with crayons or paint, for example one whole piece of red, blue, yellow and green each.  Or you could use pages from magazines or newspapers. 

· A pencil

· Scissors

· Glue

Steps

1. Watch the read-aloud and/or You tube video to learn about Henri Matisse and his artwork, particularly his cut paper cut-outs which he became most famous for.

2. Discuss examples of Matisse’s work from the gallery I provided.  Talk about how he uses the art elements of Shape and Color.  View student examples as well to get an idea of how 4th graders did this project in the past. *Note:  There is no way to do this project wrong, it is suitable for any grade level and provides great scissor skill practice for younger grades.  Grades 3-5 are expected to think more about their composition and incorporating both organic and geometric shapes into their collage.
3. Spread your papers on the table and begin choosing colors that first grab your attention. 

4. Draw your shapes on the backside of your papers with pencil, then use your scissors to cut them out.  Make sure you have at least 3 or 4 different shapes to play around with before you start gluing anything down.  Think about placement and how you’d like your finished piece to look.  Perhaps you have a theme in mind or a story to tell?
5. Glue your arrangement down on a piece of paper, white would be best to make the colors really “pop.”  Remember, you may overlap and layer your shapes and use a combination of both organic and geometric shapes.

6. Once complete, sign your name on the bottom left corner of the paper and send me a picture of it!

driscollm@nausetschools.org
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